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Recently, Secretary of
Veterans Affairs Anthony
Principi issued the Depart-
ment’s decision to retain
medical facilities in Pennsyl-
vania, with no reduction in
services.

The Capital Asset for En-
hanced Services (CARES)
Commission report had ini-
tially recommended reduc-
tion in services in Erie, Al-
toona, Butler, and Pitts-
burgh. The final decision by
the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs reversed that deci-
sion, ensuring that Pennsyl-
vania facilities will remain
open.

The CARES program is a

systematic planning process =

designed to pre-
pare the Depart-
ment of Veter-
ans’ Affairs to
meet the future

rollees and forecasts of
their anticipated utiliza-
tion of medical services.

On April 22, 2004,
Secretary Principi trav-
eled with me to Altoona,
Erie and Pittsburgh. On
those visits, Secretary
Principi gave very en-
couraging remarks to
veterans in those areas.
In Erie, Secretary Principi
informed veterans there
that they would be
pleased with the final
decision.

In the final decision,
the Erie VA Medical Cen-
ter and the James E. Van
Zandt Medical Center in
Altoona will remain open

with no reduc-

“All Pennsylvania facilities will remain open” |tion of ser

vices. In But-

healthcare needs
of U.S. veterans.

The proposal compared

the space, size, and locations
of existing VA facilities with
the number of projected en-

Above: Senators Specter and Dole present Corporal John Zazaworsky of Camp | |er, the deci-
Hill with a 50th Anniversary Korean War Pin. sion was also
favorable,

Continued on Page 2

REACHING AN ASBESTOS

AGREEMENT

While the agreement has
not yet been reached on the
issue of asbestos litigation, all
parties appear to concur that
a lot of progress has been
made.

In July of last year, the
Senate Judiciary Committee
reported out a bill on asbes-
tos. The vote was supported
largely along party-line votes

with one Democrat joining in
the vote to send it out of com-
mittee. | supported the vote
to send the bill to the floor,
having stated a number of
concerns | had on specific
provisions.

During the August recess, |
enlisted the aid of the former
Chief Judge of the Court of
Appeals for the Third Circuit,

Judge Edward R. Becker. For
two days in Judge Becker's
chambers, he and | met with
representatives from the in-
terested parties of the manu-
facturers, the insurers, the
reinsurers, the AFL/CIO, and
the trial lawyers, to start going
through a wide range of is-
sues. Since that time, we

Continued on Page 2
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FOR VETERANS

(CONTINUED)

with negotiations taking place to build
the new Butler Memorial Hospital on
veterans grounds. | expect these nego-
tiations will be successful and | anticipate
that, as a result of these negotiations,
expanded inpatient care of the highest
quality, and the broadest range, will be
made available to Butler-area veterans.

In Pittsburgh, there will be a $100
million upgrade to current facilities. The
assurances that have been given by the
Veterans Administration that only after
these new facilities—which will include
new clinical, research, administration,
and parking facilities—are put in place
over the course of several years, will the
VA further consider the closing of the
Pittsburgh VA Highland Drive

“The favorable decisions made
by Secretary Principi stem, in
great part, from the strong
support shown for all these
facilities by the veterans who

know them best....”

Campus.

The favorable decisions made by Sec-
retary Principi stem, in great part, from
the strong support shown for all of these
facilities by the veterans who know them
best, and the dedicated VA employees

who provide quality care to those
veterans.

At a time when we are trying to
encourage young men and women
to enlist, putting them in harms way
in Afghanistan and Iraq and around
the globe, | am proud to see that we
have maintained our promise to
veterans.

Any cutback to veterans benefits
would have been simply unconscion-
able, but now Pennsylvania veterans
can be assured that the care they
will receive will not only not be com-
promised, but actually improved.

SENATOR SPECTER
MEETS WITH PENN
STATE STUDENTS

REACHING AN ASBESTOS
AGREEMENT (CONTINUED)

State College, PA —Senator Specter
answers students’ questions at an open
forum in the Hetzel Union Building at the
Pennsylvania State University on April 14,
2004. The forum focused on issues facing
Pennsylvania and the nation.

have met on 18 occasions in my Wash-
ington, D.C. office.

During the course of these exten-
sive discussions, we have come to
significant agreements on streamlining
the administrative process, early
startup, defining the exigent health
claims, moving through the language
on judicial review, and dealing with the
issue of medical monitoring. A good
number of those provisions were in-
serted in a new bill introduced by
Senator Hatch and Senator Frist on
April 7, 2004.

There has been an overall view-
clearly by the trial lawyers and the AFL-
ClO-that there are many injured peo-
ple who have suffered from meso-
thelioma, which is a deadly ailment,
who are not being compensated be-
cause their companies were bankrupt.
In excess of 70 companies have gone
bankrupt under the pressure of asbes-
tos claims. In total, there are hundreds
of thousands of claims and numerous

parties who have been named as de-
fendants. The specific statistics are
that the number of claims is now over
600,000 and there are 8,500 compa-
nies which have been named as de-
fendants.

The Supreme Court of the United
States has held that someone is enti-
tled to compensation for exposure to
asbestos even though the injuries are
not yet demonstrable; that even
though the injuries are speculative, a
jury may return a verdict based on
what injuries may be sustained. That
stands at the same time the people
who have mesothelioma, which is a
deadly disease, are not able to re-
ceive compensation.

It appears that we now have bi-
partisan determination in the Senate
to grapple with the tough issues in this
matter. | am optimistic that the Sen-
ate will be able to pass a bill which is
fair to all parties involved.
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need for flexibility. Deficiencies in
English and deficiencies due to special
education are of a similar nature.

| visited Lower Marion High School
about two months ago and had a
teacher very forcefully bring this to my
attention. This type of reaction was
not unfamiliar to me. When | read an
article that 138 Southeastern Pennsyl-
vania educators had raised real con-
cerns about the difficulty of meeting
those standards, | invited them down
for a hearing on March 4, 2004. The
Secretary of Education, Rod Paige,
testified at the hearing and |
wanted him to hear the educators’

The No Child Left Behind
Act of 2001 (NCLB) is estab-
lishing standards in Amer-
ica’s schools. However, my
travels throughout Pennsyl-
vania have indicated to me
that there needs to be more
flexibility on having students
meet these standards.

The No Child Left Behind
Act affects students in kinder-
garten through high school.  §
The act emphasizes four
main points in education,
including increased account- |
ability in schools, implement-

ing programs that have scientifically ™ concerns.
. e De- o
proved effective, expanded parental partment of My travels thronghout My overall view is that the ob-
options, and expanded local control Education Pg;mg//pgm’g) however, have |iectives in the bill are correct to
and flexibility. . o o provide accountability in testing
has provided | 7udjcated to me that there needs , -
NCLB has to be implemented in a some flexibil- and that it was a great accomplish-

ity on what 10 be more f/exz'bz'/@/ on /yaw’ﬂg ment to bi-partisan support on this

they call cog- | students meet the standards.” issue. Inthe fut_ure, lintend to
nitive skills, have more hearings devoted spe-

which incor- cifically to these concerns on flexi-
porates consideration of intellectual bility to determine what modifications
brain power. If the students simply do are .neces'sary' to ensure thg statute
not have the capacity, then the Depart- achieves its highest potential.

ment of Education has recognized the

way which takes into account, for ex-
ample, learning deficiencies that some
of the students have—deficiencies in
English and some students who are in
special education. When you are deal-
ing with children with limited English
proficiency, you cannot expect them to
meet the standards for others.

REFOCUSING OUR EFFORTS TO FIGHT TERRORISM

The nation owes a vote of thanks
to CIA Director George Tenet for his
devoted service in a very tough job
for more than seven years,

thored the Homeland Security Bill,
which we introduced 30 days after
9/11. Atthattime, we tried to getina
provision, which we did not do but are

but with his resignation is a
unique opportunity to refo-
cus and reorganize the intel-
ligence community.

The 9/11 Commission
investigations have dis-
closed that had there been a
unified command, and had
all the facts been pooled
together, 9/11 might well

“I'This] is a unique
@poﬁyn@/ ) refocm and | national intelli-

still making an
effort to accom-
plish, that would
position all of the

gence agencies

reorganige the intelligence | under one na-
community.”

tional director.

With recent
events being illus-
trative-Homeland

have been prevented.
Senator Lieberman and | au-

Security Secretary Tom Ridge on a

morning TV show saying there were no
problems, and then later in the same
day, Attorney General Ashcroft and FBI
Director Meuller saying that the nation
had to be on high alert for the sum-
mer-shows on its face the lack of coor-
dination among the intelligence agen-
cies.

Now with a new Director to be ap-
pointed for the CIA, this is a unique
opportunity to focus on the absolute
necessity to have a national director of
intelligence so that we can pool all our
information and do our up-most to
prevent a reoccurrence of 9/11.
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A REWARD FOR FARMERS WHO
PROTECT OUR ENVIRONMENT

On March 22, 2004, |
was joined by U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture Secretary
Ann Veneman, Governor Ed
Rendell, U.S. Representatives

Tim Murphy and Melissa Hart,

PA Secretary of Agriculture
Dennis Wolff, local officials
and about 200 Pennsylvania
farmers at a signing cere-
mony in Hookestown, PA, to
announce the Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Pro-
gram (CREP).

An offspring of the Conser-

vation Reserve Program
(CRP), CREP is a voluntary
program for agricultural land-
owners that creates unique
15 year state and federal
partnerships allowing farmers
to receive incentive payments
for installing specific conser-
vation practices.

Through the CREP, farmers
can receive annual rental
payments and cost-share
assistance to establish long-
term, resource conserving
covers on eligible land.

Farmers will receive $130
an acre each year to not farm
near water. Alternatively, they
can plant trees or let natural
grass and vegetation grow to
stop erosion and water pollu-
tion from fertilizer runoff.

In order to qualify for the
program, farmers must express
interest in the program and
meet eligibility requirements.
Interested farmers will be able
to signup for the program now
through December, 2007.
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